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To be Continued Turspays and FRIDAYS, 





' . What a Blow was here given,---if it had not fallen flat-long ! 


SHakeEsP. Tempett. 





Fripay, May 16. 1735. 





mGAVE fome Reafons, in my 
oem, Laft, why an Attempt of our 
BS Play-houfe Patentees, to fecure 
to Themfelves, their Heirs, and 
Affigns, a Monopo.y of Dra- 
matic W1'T;, in this Kingdom 
7 was an arrogant, and ill-erounded 

F Proof, that They had. but /ittle 
of the Commodity to pare, notwithftanding their De- 
fign to emgrofs it — offer’d Arguments, for demon- 
{tratifie'a Difference between INTERLUDES, and the 
i and Comedies of our Theatres: and endea- 
vour'd to fhew, that the Statute of the 39th of Eli- 


werevern,y 2 UIE Cater apart the Pawtetiw wl aes «itor; 
was, much more probably, intended in Favour of 
the Stage; which was founded, and encourag’d, in 
Her Reign: and, that the Words Common Players of 
Interludes cou’d not, with any Propriety of Meaning, 
relate to regular and qualified Profeffors of the Art, 
but to ignorant, and unfettled, Stro/lers only: And, 
to. Them, too, No T becaufe the Bufinefs they took 
upon them was é/legal: but becaufe they were inca- 
pable of it’s Duties. 





~ I come now’ to another Divifion of my Purpofe; 
which is; to confider, why the B1LL, as folicited 
by thofe interefted Managers, was neither neceffary, 
nor expedient ; and with what Variation It might 
poffibly have been form’d, in fuch manner, as to 
have been acknowledg’d. both the Oe and the Other. 


Hap not the Wifdom of an illuftrious Body 
iftinguifh’d,; as It juftly did, between Regulating 
Players, and ismuring them, between the Improve- 
ment of a THEATRE, and the Exrichment of it’s 
MaNaGeErs, The ever-to-be lamented Sucee/ of 


Two or Three Private Men’s Pre/umption, wou'd have | 


torn away from the Publick Hope, all Means, Expec- 
tation, or Likelyhood, of ever feeing the Stage ina 

ndition becoming the Greatnefs of a People, who 
Wou'd be thought either Letter’d, or Politic. —We 
might have plac’d.over the Doors of our Theatres, 
this Proclamation, out of the then irrecoverably de- 
ferted SHaKESPEAR, 


“ Our Revels, zow, are ENDED — Our Actors 
“* are melted into AIR!” 


THAT unattentive and indolent Survey, with 
Which moft Readers run over thefe Papers of the 


—™ 


Week, makes it neceffary to repeat, Confeffions we 
wou'd with remember’d — Let me therefore, here 
again, declare, that I allow the Stage to be CoRRUPT, 
and that it lancuifhes for Reformation. — But, I can- 
not, without fumbling, get over fuch a Rus, in the 
Way of Common Senfe, as, that, Appropriating the 
Power of Corrupting it farther, to Thofe who have 
been fo aétive in corrupting it already, is the Means 
of Protecting us, againft the Growth of its Corrup- 


tion ! 


Ir is not from the Number, but the Nature, of 
Things, we are to expect their Influence, in Good, or 
Fvil.—- Ler the Root of a Tree be found, arid the 
Soil not improper, and It will never the fooner wither, 
for the Widene/s of it’s Branches. 


EvEN were we, for Argument’s fake, to allow 
that the Stage is dangerous, in’ itfel, I don’t know, 
but an Aé for it’s Reffraint, might terid rather to 
make it Defirable, than weaken it’s fnfluenkess<Wen 
fome Deep, and turbulent River, has obftructed the 
March of an Army, we read of Generals, who, by 
MULTIPLYING it’s Channels, have reduc’d it to the 
egal Shallownefs. — Why fhou’d we not expect a 
Like Effect, froma Caufe of the fame Nature, fup- 
pofing it applied to the Play-houfes ? — Were their 
Numbers to_be encreas’d, The Delight they afford 
wou'd, in Confequence, be Le/s tempting: The 
NoveELty taken away, wou’d infenfibly diminith 
the Defire-— And, wheti thofe Homeff Citizens, of 
whofe Welfare their Magifttates are fo prudently 
careful, fhou’d find Play-houfes, as familiar to them 
as their Wives, they wou’d grow le/s fond of them 
for the fame Reafon. So that, in This Light, their 
Refiraint were bad Policy. 





It has been urg’d, with more Noi/z, than Argu- 
ment, that, without fome feafonable Reftraint, we 
might come to have a Play-hou/e fet up in every Street. 
The very fame Complaint was made, by fome 
gloomy Enthufiafts, in the Reign of King Charles the 
Firft.—There were, then, Ercur Play-boufes within 
the Bills of Mortality, and the Town {carce Half fo 
large, or fo populous, as at prefent—Thefe were fo 
many Looking-Glaffes, in which thofe Promoters of 
Faction, and Anarchy, faw Themfelves, and were 
mortified. At Length, together with Law, Re- 
ligion, and Monarchy ; down went the Theatres ! 
~— But, what erofe, in their Place, gave, I think, 
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no great Inducement to make us fond of renewing the 
Example. "°°". te 


A Play-houfe, in every Street, isa Senterice, that, 
(like PATEN TEES of fle TREATED) rriesanerupty , 
tho’ formidable, Sound !—The Words have Mepacé, 
and Vanity; but*théir Meaning is light, afd ridicu- 
lous.— Let us fu pa a Foundation forthe extravagant 
Idea : —What Ill Confequence cou’d follow ?— Are 
there not TAVERNS, in every Street ? Places, whofe 
Support aes really, on That Luxury, which is 
but aukwardly, and aoe, made a,Grqund-work 
for the Encreafe of our Theatres ? — Let us imagine 
the Number of thefe Taverns reduc’d to 4 Fourth, by 
Effect of fome Act of  deneryrs which had the 
Honour to be jfolicited, by Men of fuch known Se/f- 
denial, and Gravity, as the Managers of our Farces, 
and Operas s — Shou’d we, then, fee Drunkenne/s 
diminith, in Proportion to fo pious a Reduction ? — 
Not at all.—The Cafe, as it regards the Publick, wou’d 
be found-juft the fame: The'Taverns remaining, be- 
ing a Fourth of their former Number, wou’d have 
Four times their former Cuftom: And the only Im- 
provement vifible wou’d be, that a Few wou’d grow 
extravagantly Rich, upon the Follies of the Publick, 
inftead of a Great many MODERATELY fo. , 


I'r wou'd be the fame Thing exactly, in the.Cafe 
of the Play-houfes — Any Reftraint of their Number, 
without ‘proportionable Elargement to their Mana- 
ger’s Capacity, (an Extent of Grace, for which I have 
heard Of 70 Precedent, in Parliament) wou'd be of 
Ben tof to the Licentiates of Dullnefs.—HaR.e- 
Qui Dogs might indeed, be transform’d, into 
Race-Horfes : and Fe might call up New Domes, to 
fuftain Him/felf, in Place of depos’d Mercury ; in- 
fultin Rie with the Zriumphs of Folly: But far 
wou'd All This be from refining, or correcting, the 
Stage |! —-EMULATION, on: the contrary, wou’d be 
extinguifh'd, both in Adors, and Mayagers ; arid 

eattic Entertainment muft degenerate, in Propor- 
tion. 


N’o W,. ‘to confider, in it's Turn, the Reverfe of 
this Profpect, Let it befuppos'd, thar the Parliament, 
not {éeifig by the Lights which our Patentees have held 
out £6 diref them, fhou’d find Reafons of their ow 
for permittin e Theatres to goon, unmolefted, and 
prefcribe 00 Re raint to their Number —-What, then, 
wau'd be the Confequence ? — Why, truly, This ne- 
fe) Good One, that the Wi/e/t, among fuch a Crowd 
of Rival ‘Managers, wou'd break, and filence, the 
Sillief-—At leaft, when Every Body fhou’d find him- 
felf ‘at Liberty to make Trial of the Force of his Ge- 
nius, Dy/l Directors of Theatres might be /baw'd 
into Improvement of their own Bad Tafte, by Fx- 
atriple of a Better. Whereas Patents for Retale of 
Wit, are like Prifons, which {ell Wine to their Lodgers ; 
Tt Wou’d be in vain to find Fault with it’s Tafte : It is 
not fold,’ for Your Pleafwre; but for the PRorrr of 


your Keeper. 


AFTER having, thus plainly, declar’d for what Rea- 
fois Tam pleas’d with That Damp which has been 
- thrown, ‘by the Legiflature, upan the Warmth of the 

Manaver’s Expectation, ‘and Avarice, I fhall offer my 
Thoug its in a Hint, How a virtual Reftraint may be 
capable Of aniwering every Good Purpofe, without 
aily of that ubnecellary Severity, which wou'd be 
fuppos’d'to accompany an a¢fual one. 


“INSTEAD Of putting down all Play-houfes, but fuch 
aS are /tamp'd with the Mark of Authority, and carry 


their Leap, at the Head of the Piece, like Brogd. 
Cloth, in the Shops of our Woollen-Drapers, It wou'd 
be fufficient, (or I am greatly owt in my Judgment) — 
to prabibit the Acting ahy Farce, Harlequinery, Byf- 
Soonery, or other, dapeiys, finging, dumb, or defers. 
“ing-t0-be dumb, Ent ERTAINMENT, or any Tj 

‘beyond, Plain TRAGEDY, “or Comepy, — Excee 
only inthe Roya, and Licens’d Theatres — P 


+ 


SucH.an Act muft be approv’d; even by the Pg. 
tentees : becaufe It wou'd leave to thole Samp/ons of 
the Stage, the /ovely DAL aus they.are fo fond of . 
gne beftow nothing upon theig Rival but what ‘They 

ave made it a Choice, to part with, already, 7 


Ir muft be approv’d, -by the Afors, bec 
being wholly Ufele/s, as the Theatres are Paper. 
prefent ; They wou’d be reftor’d to a Chance, in the 
New ones, of recovering their Diftinétion, and Ep- 
cOuragement. 

It mutt be approy’d, by the Towm, becaufe Ay- 
diences wou’d be left to the Enjoyment of their Matus 
ral Liberty. — The Gay, an ie Fajfbionable, might 
meet one another at the Sigz of the Licenfe : While 
the Wife, and the Serious, woud veg 
with p/aiz Reason, nor regard Good Sepfe the Lei 
becaufe My'Lord has no Tafte forit, 








ONE of Thefe following Cox cquemces “a 
vitably, attend fuch a General ulemace nk Mes 
Senfe, with Reftratwt from thofe Fixe Dhiugs on/ 
which are fit for Raxk, and DiftinGion :—» Either the 
New Theatres, Encouragement failing, mutt drop 
of Themfelves; in which Cafe the-Guilt of their Mur. 
der cou’d not be charg’d upon their Rivals. «Or 
The Sereel thou’d they meet with it, mutt be che 
ee Merit, in Aine. gpd of tein Shel 

hey wou’d correct, and reform, their Competitors 
of the Patents ; till, by out-acting, and. out-managing 
them, They might (I f{peak, with due Salvo, to the 
Poffibility of the Suppofition!) SHame thofe Lcens’d 
Stage-Triflers, outof Corruption, and Igworance : and 
compel ’em, in Confequence, either to give up their 
affected Diftinétion ; or maintain it, by a well-grounded 
‘Superiority, in their Fudgment, and Influence. 


I have now done with That Part of my Subject 
which relates, in particular, to the Mamagers of our 
Theatres: and fhall only, in my Paffing to the Players, 
add a Word, in Re/pef? to an ment, that is urg’d, 
with much {pecious Appearance of Fujtice, in Right 
of a PuRCHACE, made by Que, (ahd “all 
Comparifon the Moft Confiderable) of the Gentlemen, 
whofe Pretenfions I have been {peaking of —It is faid, 
He is opprefs’d, by a confederated Exce/s of Demand : 
and bas been fered into [uch extravagant aud in[up- 
portable Conditious, that He ads, wat for any rt 
He can poffibly expe to Himfelf, but to furnifh bis 
fies with exorbitaut and un-precedented Sa- 
avies. 


I am afraid, He fuffers, like Phaetox, for an Am- 
bition to DRIVE, Where his Inexperience compell’d 
him to be DRIVEN.—A Gentleman, as a Gentleman, 
may have a Thoufand agreeable Qualities, none of 
which cou’d enable him to Weave, or make Boze- 
Lace.—That, which Skill is, to Trade, fuch is Ge-. 
nius, to AGting. Where a Rider fits loofe, the 
veriift Fade will grow Reftive.—It 1s of abfolute 
Neceffity, that He who difpenfes the Reward, fhou’d 
be alfo a Fudge of the Merit. 
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